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Message from the
Rabbi

Dear Friends,

This week marks the beginning of the new Jewish month of
Shevat.

Rosh Chodesh Shevat, the first of the month, is one of a handful
of dates specifically mentioned in the Torah. Forty years after the
Exodus from Egypt, on the first of Shevat, Moses began delivering
his last will and testament to the Jewish people.

The Jews were about to enter the land of Israel, and Moses had
come to terms with the fact that Joshua, not he, would be the one
to lead them into the Promised Land. So he spent the last five
weeks of his life recounting the entire Torah, offering his people
blessings as well as rebuke.

Notably, the blessings Moses gives are clear, and come first. The
rebuke is veiled and comes later. He first tells them how much G-d
loves them, and only then does he offer critique, and even that is
implied, not explicit.

With this, Moses teaches us that before we rebuke, correct, or
teach, we must lend a hand, show some love, and be the blessing
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for someone else. Focus on the positive, and eventually
everything else will fall into place.

May this new month indeed bring us much blessing and peace.

Shabbat shalom.

Rabbi Wilansky

P.S.

With joy and gratitude to Hashem, we are happy to announce the
engagement of our son Tzemach Wilansky to Chanie Baron.
Mazal Tov!

Torah Studies Class

Join Rabbi Levi for the Weekly Parsha Class!

Tuesday, January 19 9:30 am.

chabadofmaine.com/zoom.

Back For Another Year
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Donate

Join in and become a partner in the work we do!

Help us continue our work
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YOUR QUESTIONS

Why Write "Gd" Instead of "G-o-d"?
Like many Jewish publishers, we are particular to
not spell out the name of our Creator, even in
English. Heres why.

More...
PARSHAH

Pharaoh's Repentance
It can be a great accomplishment for a person to
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admit, I have sinned this time. But there is a higher
level, where a persons soul searching moves him
to such a degree that he declares, G-d is
righteous, and I and my people are wicked.

More...
VIDEO

Standing Up for Our Future 
Faced with the prospect of their baby boys being
killed by the Egyptians, the Jews in Egypt followed
the lead of Amram, the father of Moses, in flouting
Pharaoh's decrees and continuing to have
children. These young boys would become the
generation to leave the bondage in Egypt and
perceive revealed G-dliness at the splitting of the
Red Sea.

More...
STORY

The Unlikely Bandit
The thump of the bandit falling to the ground
aroused the captive from his reverie. With the
small amount of water he had, he managed to
revive him from his faint.

More...

Parshah in a Nutshell

Parshat Va'eira

Gd reveals Himself to Moses. Employing the four expressions
of redemption, take out the Children of Israel from Egypt, deliver
them from their enslavement, redeem them, and acquire them as
His own chosen people at Mount Sinai; He will then bring them
to the land He promised to the Patriarchs as their eternal
heritage.

Moses and Aaron repeatedly come before Pharaoh to demand in
the name of Gd, Let My people go, so that they may serve Me in
the wilderness. Pharaoh repeatedly refuses. Aarons staff turns
into a snake and swallows the magic sticks of the Egyptian
sorcerers. Gd then sends a series of plagues upon the Egyptians.
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The waters of the Nile turn to blood; swarms of frogs overrun
the land; lice infest all men and beasts. Hordes of wild animals
invade the cities; a pestilence kills the domestic animals; painful
boils afflict the Egyptians. For the seventh plague, fire and ice
combine to descend from the skies as a devastating hail. Still,
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened and he would not let the
children of Israel go, as Gd had said to Moses.
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Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, 97, National
Rabbinic Leader 
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A Tireless Chaplain During Covid, Long
Island Rabbi Named Person of the Year 
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Know . . .
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